
2012 Rules 

Menands Junior Baseball and Softball Rules for All Divisions 
1. All players, coaches, umpires, and spectators are to adhere to the Code of Conduct.
2. The equipment room is to be locked at all times, even during games.
3. All equipment used for games or practices must be returned following the game or practice unless

another game immediately follows. Helmets must be worn during practice as well as games.
4. Field and dugouts must be cleaned following games or practices.
5. Both teams are responsible for their respective equipment. Shoes with metal cleats are prohibited.
6. Games are to begin promptly at the scheduled time.
7. No new inning will begin more then 2 hours after the scheduled start of the game.
8. A complete game is 4 ½ innings as long as home team is winning. Incomplete games are to be continued

at a later date. If a complete game must be stopped prior to completion of 6 innings, the score from the
last complete inning remains the final score of the game.

9. Teams must have present 7 players, for major divisions, or 6 players for minor divisions no later than the 
scheduled start time or game is officially forfeited to the team with the greater number of players present. 
In the event of a forfeit, coaches may agree to play an unofficial scrimmage match.

10. Only players on the official roster for each team may play in an official game.
11. Until the 6th inning, a team may only increase their lead by as many as five runs on their opponent in any

one inning. If any team is leading by at least 15 runs at any time after 4 complete innings (or 3½ if the
home team is leading) the game shall end and be considered an official game. Play will continue with
the scoreboard powered off.

12. If any game is called after 6 complete innings with a tie, the game must be continued at another time.
13. Players sliding headfirst, or batters sliding into first base are to be called out unless the player is

returning to the previous base.
14. Players playing the pitching position when a coach is pitching must be on or behind the (imaginary) line

drawn between first and third bases until the ball is hit.
15. On an overthrow, where the ball leaves the field of play, the play is ended, and each runner is awarded

an additional base.
16. Players playing the outfield must be at least 3ft back from the edge of the infield.
17. Umpire's call is final unless the call is in error by rule.
18. All players on the team will be included in the batting order. Any player arriving late will be placed at

the bottom of the batting order. Batting out of order results in 1 out (as long as at least one pitch has
been thrown). The missed batter is out.

19. All players must play at least two innings in the field (6 outs), and no player may sit in the dugout when
the team is in the field for more then two consecutive innings.

20. Coaches must, when at all practical, have a catcher ready when the team takes the field.
21. All players will remain in the dugout unless in the field, or at bat. No player is allowed on deck at any

time. At Menands School, players are to remain on the benches.
22. Umpires have the authority to eject from the park/field anyone guilty (player, coach, or spectator) of

unsportsmanlike behavior or violations of the league Code of Conduct. Failure to comply with ejection
by an umpire will result in forfeiture of the game by the offending person's team, if a player, coach, or
parent makes the infraction.

23. Complaints about a player, coach, umpire, or parent, should be brought to the attention of a league
officer. The league officer(s) will determine if there is a problem and decide a solution to any situation
determined to be a problem.

24. These rules will not be changed after playoffs have begun.



2012 Rules 

Menands Minor Softball Rules 
1. Players will pitch the entire game. Balls and Strikes shall be called with the following exception: If two

or more runners are on base, after 4 balls have been pitched by the pitcher, the offensive team coach or
assistant coach will complete pitching the at-bat but may not walk the batter who must hit or strike out.
On coach pitching, the player’s count shall continue however, the batter must strike out swinging. The
coach shall pitch no more than 5 hittable pitches (at the umpires discretion) to any batter.

2. Players pitching will pitch from the rubber and no closer then 32 feet from the back of home plate. 
Windmill pitching is prohibited. A coach should stand behind the umpire for the purpose of retrieving 
passed balls only. No coaching is permitted by the coach positioned behind the umpire.

3. If there are only seven players present, someone other than a player may catch.
4. Teams may field up to 10 players at a time.
5. No bunting, leading off the base or base stealing even if the ball goes past the catcher.
6. Infield players (excluding the pitcher) may move in toward home plate no more than 3 feet onto the

grass. Coaches are not to move any part of the infield in based solely on the ability, or inability, of the
batter, but rather move the infield based on sound baseball strategy.

7. The infield fly rule is not in effect, nor will balks be called.

Menands Major Softball Rules 
1. Pitchers must pitch from no less than 37 feet from the back of home plate.
2. Teams may field up to 10 players at a time.
3. No leading off the base or base stealing is allowed. 
4. The infield fly rule is not in effect, nor will balks be called.
5. Runner may not advance to the next base if pitcher is holding ball on the mound.
6. Pitcher may not pitch more than 4 innings in any one game. Coaches are discouraged from having the

same pitcher pitch consecutive games of 4 innings each. A starting pitcher may be taken out and put
back in later in the game.

7. Windmill pitching is prohibited.
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Menands Minor Baseball Rules 
1. Teams may field up to 10 players at a time.
2. Pitching machine will be used in innings 3 through 6. Players will pitch at least 2 innings per game at 

the start of the game. Balls and Strikes shall be called with the following exception: If two or more 
runners are on base, after 4 balls have been pitched by the pitcher, the offensive team coach or assistant 
coach will complete pitching the at-bat but may not walk the batter who must hit or strike out. On 
coach pitching, the player’s count shall continue however, the batter must strike out swinging. The 
coach shall pitch no more than 5 hittable pitches (at the umpires discretion) to any batter.

3. Players pitching will pitch from the rubber and no closer then 37 feet from the back of home plate. A 
coach should stand behind the umpire for the purpose of retrieving passed balls only. No coaching is 
permitted by the coach positioned behind the umpire.

4.
Infield players (excluding the pitcher) may move in toward home plate no more than 3 feet onto the
grass. Coaches are not to move any part of the infield in based solely on the ability, or inability, of the
batter, but rather move the infield based on sound baseball strategy.

5.
No bunting or base stealing even if the ball goes past the catcher.

6. Runner may not advance to the next base if pitcher is holding the ball on the mound.
7. The infield fly rule is not in effect nor will balks be called.

Menands Major Baseball Rules 
1. Play shall be governed by the Little League Baseball rules and regulations except as modified by 

the league.
2.

Base stealing is not allowed until the ball reaches the batter. There is no stealing of home plate. When a 
base runner leaves the base before the ball reaches the batter, the runner must return to the base 
occupied before the pitch was made, if no hit or play is made. If the batter gets a hit, the stealing runner 
must return to the original base occupied, or the next closest unoccupied base to the runner.

4.

Pitcher may not pitch more than 4 innings in any one game. Coaches are discouraged from having the
same pitcher pitch consecutive games of 4 innings each. A starting pitcher may be taken out and put
back in later in the game.

5.

The infield fly rule will be in effect. Balks will not be called.

Pitching is prohibited by players 13 years of age.
No leading off the base.3.

6.




